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“An Evening of Magic, Music and Moolah,” brought sparkle and 
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2009 Leadership 
Announced for Annual 
Employee Giving 
Campaign 
2009 AEGC Co-chairs: (left to right) 
Elliot Schwartz—director of medical services, 
Menorah Home and Hospital; Candace Zaiff—
director of rehabilitation for Metropolitan 
Jewsih Geriatric Center (MJGC) home care; 
Lanny Chen—account manager, business 
development; Lee Ditkowsky—director of 
claims, Elderplan; Dolores Roque—director  
of admissions for MJGC.  

Annual Gala: A Magical Evening
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The Foundation is the financial resource  
development arm of Metropolitan Jewish Health 
System. The Foundation is charged with creat-
ing a culture of philanthropy and has a strong 
legacy of providing financial support to those 
with unmet health needs and to those who lack 
access to quality health care services.

Foundation Welcomes New Director of Development
The Foundation is proud to 
introduce Jennifer Dudley, the 
new director of development. In 
this capacity, she will coordinate 
and supervise a number of 
activities to promote the 
development of the Foundation’s 
culture of philanthropy which 
includes overseeing operations 
while planning and executing 

activities to increase the Foundation’s financial resources. 

Dudley, a resident of Staten Island, N.Y., has a Master 
of Public Administration degree from Columbia and 
a bachelor’s degree in English and Asian Studies from 
Colgate University. She also has an extensive background 
in fundraising and experience working for nonprofit 
organizations. 

Before Dudley’s transition to the Foundation, she was: 
associate director of development for the Cancer Research 

Institute; a senior associate for Rabin Strategic Partners, 
where she worked on a number of health care marketing 
and fundraising campaigns; a regional director for the 
American Heart Association; and a Peace Corps volunteer.   

“I look forward to helping educate New Yorkers about the 
caring and vital services Metropolitan provides to our 
city’s elderly and disabled,” said Dudley.

“�I look forward to helping educate  
New Yorkers about the caring and vital 
services Metropolitan provides to our 
city’s elderly and disabled.”  

Jennifer Dudley 
Director of Development

The 2008 Annual Employee Giving Campaign: 
Phenomenal Participation

The 2008 Annual Employee Giving Campaign (AEGC) was an 
unprecedented success. Overall, contributions increased 20 percent and 
staff participation increased to more than 1,600 contributors. 

Recently, five agencies were recognized for extraordinary participation rates:

Adult Day Health Care: 100 percent staff participation; two consecutive years

Elderplan: 80 percent staff participation; average gift of $153 

HomeFirst: 92 percent staff participation; average gift of $111

Hospice: 73 percent staff participation; average gift of $264 

Corporate: 95 percent staff participation rate; average gift of $304

The Foundation would like to thank the 2008 AEGC co-chairs and 
champions who created the framework for the campaign, energized staff  
and participated in campaign events and weekly drawings.

In 1907, it became clear to a group of community-minded 
Jewish women that the frail elderly in their community 
needed a home where they could receive comfort and 
care in their final days. Thus, the seeds of a culture of 
philanthropy were planted.

They did not look around and wonder why there were such 
limited services in the community. They did not discuss 
the issue over coffee and wait for someone else to meet the 
challenge. Together, they went door to door, neighbor to 
neighbor, explaining the need and their vision to help the 

neediest and most vulnerable among them. Through accumulated donations, most 
ranging from $2 to $25, they raised the funds to open the Brooklyn Ladies Hebrew 
Home for the Aged. 

Their efforts laid the groundwork for what is now Metropolitan Jewish Health 
System (Metropolitan).

Today, more than 100 years later, Metropolitan is proud to carry on the tradition of 
these inspirational women. Times have changed; health care, insurance and even 
the family structure have adjusted to new technologies, changing attitudes and 
challenging economic forecasts. But through it all, Metropolitan has honored its 
commitment to care for the neediest and most vulnerable among us while at the 
same time, many of you recognize through your acts of tzedekah that our services are 
gift-worthy.

It is our supporters—the staff, foundations, community businesses and agencies—
that make it all possible. You stand with us, acknowledging what needs to be done 
and step forward with your support and philanthropy. 

Each year, I am heartened to look back and see old friends who continue to join us 
in the delivery of care and compassion to our patients and the many new friends we 
have gained throughout the year. As this year draws to a close, I want to thank each 
and every one of you for helping make it all possible. I look forward to seeing you in 
the new year.

Sincerely,

David Nussbaum 
Executive Director and Chief Development Officer 
Metropolitan Jewish Health System Foundation
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Metropolitan Jewish Health System Foundation’s 
(Foundation) annual gala, “an Evening of Magic, Music 
and Moolah,” transformed Broadway’s historic Gotham 
Hall into a cityscape reminiscent of a miniature Las Vegas 
on Thursday, October 30, 2008. The event is part of the 
Foundation’s “Second Century of  Caring” philanthropic 
campaign in support of New Yorkers with unmet health care 

needs. Elderplan’s senior ambassadors also were honored for 
their dedication to assisting others. 

In attendance were a number of health care executives 
as well as local politicians—including Congressman 
Anthony Weiner and Councilmember Bill de Blasio—who 
came out to support their constituents including 

Hundreds Participate in the Foundation’s                  “Evening of Magic, Music and Moolah”

Elderplan’s senior ambassadors. The nine honorees, 
each presented with an award, hail from various areas 
of Brooklyn and were lauded for their volunteerism 
and support of their peers. Also acknowledged were 
Metropolitan’s 2007 Most Valuable Employees of the Year.

From the Mezzanine filled with a bevy of casino games, 
to the main hall mapped by themed food stations—which 
included Asian, Italian, Viennese, Southwestern, a New 
York-style delicatessen and a well-stocked dessert bar to 
satisfy any sweet tooth—every inch of the Gotham was 
abuzz with delight.

Magic filled the air as Steve Cohen, “the Millionaires’ 
Magician,” strolled through the crowd performing his 
mystifying tricks, while the Times Square Orchestra took 
the crowd on a musical journey of a variety of genres. 

For more than 16 years, the Foundation has hosted an 
annual gala to support patients and families served 
by Metropolitan Jewish Health System’s agencies and 
programs including hospice, home care, palliative care, 
adult day care and its skilled nursing facilities.

For more information on the Foundation’s upcoming 
charitable events or to make a tax-deductible gift, contact 
director of development Jennifer Dudley at (718) 759-4778.
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You Did It!—Living the Culture of Philanthropy at Metropolitan
Thanks to everyone throughout the system, Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System Foundation’s (Foundation) 2008 
annual employee giving campaign (AEGC) was a huge 
success. The enthusiasm and support of employees 
translated to direct care for Metropolitan Jewish Health 
System’s (Metropolitan) patients with unmet health needs. 

Under the effective leadership of co-chairs Kerry Leary, 
branch director of Metropolitan Jewish Home Care 
(Home Care); Rabbi Charles Rudansky, director of 
pastoral care at Metropolitan Jewish Hospice (Hospice); 
Carol Ilund, administrative assistant for Metropolitan’s 
corporate division; and Dolores Roque, Metropolitan 
Jewish Geriatric Center’s (MJGC) director of admissions, 
the campaign raised more than $210,000. 

Charged with energizing employees to participate, the 
co-chairs helped to stimulate staff involvement, which 
increased to 50 percent—up from 20 percent in 2007. 

Also deserving of recognition, each and every 
department displayed a significant level of commitment 
and generosity, which added to the campaigns overall 
success. However, the following departments made an 
extraordinary effort this year:

• �Metropolitan Jewish Adult Day Health Center (Adult 
Day)—100 percent staff participation

• �HomeFirst—92 percent staff participation 

• �Elderplan—80 percent staff participation

• �Hospice—73 percent staff participation; 121 percent 
increase from the 2007 campaign

• �Metropolitan corporate division—95 percent  
staff participation

The Foundation formally acknowledged these 
departments for their outstanding support with special 
ceremonies in October and November of 2008.

Employee Leadership to Jumpstart 2009 with  
Annual AEGC Kickoff  
Employee leadership will jumpstart the New Year with 
the launch of its “Second Century of Caring” AEGC 
campaign on Thursday, January 29, 2009. The Foundation 
supports this opportunity to positively impact the lives 
of many more under the leadership of the campaign’s 
co-chairs who include: 

• �Lanny Chen— account manager, business development

• �Lee Ditkowsky— director of claims, Elderplan

• �Dolores Roque— director of admissions, MJGC

• �Elliot Schwartz— director of medical services,  
Menorah Home and Hospital

• �Candace Zaiff— director of rehabilitation  
for home care, MJGC Home Care

Be sure to look for more information on the upcoming 
philanthropic drive and the chance to win fantastic prizes.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Dudley at  
(718) 759-4778 or Chinwe Egonu at (718) 759-4133.

2008 AEGC Donors

A Special Thanks to Each of the 2008 AEGC Donors!

Igor Berjan
Gerardo Bernad
Alphonse Bernard
Trevor Best
Sharon Best-Smith
Rita Best-Wilson
Rhonda Bhola
Calogera Biraghi
Christopher Birry
Svetlana Birshtein
Irina Bitler
Neil Bittan
Donna Biuso
Marie Biuso
Rosalie Blackburn
Arnold Blackwell
Guerda Blaise
Karene Blake
Nicole Blake
Hector Blas
Iris Blas
Christa Blasi
Esther Blech
Rina Blech
Judith Blight
Faina Blinder
Eric Blount
Boris Bludoy
Richelle Blue
Althea Blunt
Carole Boisrond
Linda Bolling
Lisa Bonet
Magdalene Bonhomme
Elisha Bonilla
Carolyn Boone
Pearl Boris
Susan Bornstein
George Bosch
Fouad Georges Bou Harb
Roxanne Bowen
Janil Bowler
Debra Boyce-Martinez
Miriam Boyd
Mohamed Boyer
Michele Sheena Boykin
Caitlin Boyle
Jamie Boyle
Helen Bradford
Angela Bragimoff
Barbara Brandi
Dominic Brando
Tammy Brathwaite
Marcy Brennan
Jean Alex Brice
Leonid Bril
Jennifer Briordy
Tatyana Briskina
Anna Briskman
Audrene Brissett
Audrey Brissett-Thorpe
Galina Brodskaya
Elliot Brooks
Hazel Brooks
Equanna Brown
Ivy Brown
Opal Brown-McNeil
Rudell Bruce
Ilienne Brunal
Mary Brunie
Leslie Bruzzese
Darla Bryan
Lurlene Buckley
Jolanta Budnik
Yevgenia Bukhman
Nancy Bull

Kieran Burke
Laurissa Burns
Bridgett Burroughs
Mohammad Butt
Richard Buttacavoli
Jeanette Butts
Cordell Byam
Sony Cabrera
Nadine Cadet
June Caesar
Quincy Caesar
Sherine Caesar
George Caga
Linda Caggiano-Ponce
Lorraine Calcaterra
Richard Calder
Erin Callahan
Joan Callender
Theresa Cambrini
Donna Cammarano
Jo Ann Cammarano
Conrad Campbell
Deirdre Campbell
Patrick Campbell
Alfredo Canarte
Barbara Cannella
Seketha Cannon
Rosamund Canterbury
Lisa Cantwell
Liying Cao
Omar Benito Capitulo
Susan Caputo
Lina Carames
Myrna Cardenas
Anne Marie Carolei
Jennie Carrasquillo
Kerdi Carrington
John Carter
Phyllis Caruso
Angela Casella
Clarisa Castaneda
Sonya Castell
Suzanne Castellano
Philetha Castello
Michael Catalano
Marie-Nicole Celestin
Nadine Celestin
Lydia Cella
Anthony Cepeda
Maritza Cepeda
Tanya Cepeda
Richard Cerisier
Amelie Cesaire
Michael Cetta
Helen Chackrin
Natalya Chaldysheva
Skariah Chamakalayil
Tricia Chambers
Raymond Chan
Antoinette Charles
Carnetta Charles
Dennis Charles
Fred Charles
Judie Charles
Louis Charles
Mirlaine Charles
Rosanah Charles
Sharon Charles
Linda Charneco
Shawn Checkley
Saricka Cheeks
James Chen
Lan (Lanny) Chen
Li Wen Chen
Xing Lian Chen
Diana Cherezova

Yvette Chester-Cooper
Laurie Ann Chichester
Anthony Chinkeehee
Lizabella Christian
Sunami Christian
Joanne Christiano
Lizann Christopher
Marie Christopher
Stella Chucala
Titus Chung
Wai Ting Chung
Luciano Cintron
Luz Cintron
Maureen Clancy
Camille Clarke
Natasha Clarke
Sydney Clarke
Marie Clesca-Lamothe
Tanisha Coates
Darlene Cocivera
Alice Cohen
George Cohen
Naomi Cohen
Nancy Cohn
Adekunle Cole
Carol Cole
Angela Colley
Grace Collymore
Loctamar Compere
Susan Conceicao
Gloria Concepcion
Nancy Concepcion
Natasha Conolly
Abby Conway
Renee Cooke
Jeffrey Coombs
Esther Cordani
Christine Cordell
Wanda Cordero
Iris Corona
Helen Cortes
Angel Cotto
Shantel Crandon
Christina Crawford
Francesca Crescente
Matthew Criscuola
Eddie Croney
Mary Cronin
Jeannie Cross
Mona-Lisa Crossway
Bernadette Crowley
Edward Crowley
Luis Cruz
Ozzie Cruz
Roselle Cruz
Yvette Cruz
Zenaida Cruz
Fernando Cummings
Paul Cummings
Joseph Curreri
Francine Curtis
Roslyn Cyrille
Danielle D’Alessandro
Camille Daley
Rachel Dalton
Tuan Vu Thanh Dang
Marie D’Angelico
James Daniel
Caryn Daniels
Tiffany Daniels
Wanda Danner
Danise Dantes
Jane Daphnis
Bridget David
Anna Davis
Beverly Davis

Brenda Davis
Eddie Davis
Eileen Davis
Jeffrey Davis
Traci E Davis
Margaret Dawkins
Anne Dawson
Lillian Dawson
Andrea De Jesus Vieira
Kenny De La Cruz
Christopher Dean
Dolores Deangkinay
Belina Decena
Francisca DeIsaac
Albert DeJesus
Jacira Del Castillo
Julio Delgado
Marlene Delva
Kimberly DeMatteo
Patricia Dempsey
Soogrim Deosaran
Jacqueline Derisier
Jennifer Derrick
Deanna Desantis
Marie Desir
Marlene Desire
Sara Dettore
Michael Dewar
Diane Di Benedetto
Catherine Di Caprio
Josephine Di Raffaele
Marisol Diaz
Princess Greisy Dicrescento
Kathleen Dier
Mary Digangi
Filomena Dimaggio
Nilda Dimiceli
Robin Dimond
Davy Diongson
Lee Ditkowsky
Mary Ann Ditta
Marie Deanna Dizon-
Badillo
Mayya Dobrov
Susan Dolce
Agnes Domaszot
Lilia Dorman-Ruvinsky
Diana Dornbush
Olena Dorofiy
Marie Dorsainvil
Marie Dorsainvil
Elizabeth Douet
Emily Dowd
Jeanne Dowd
Mary Drayton
Leona Drescher
Virginia Drowica
Andrea Drummond
Elizabeth Druses
Marie Sulnata Dry Cameau
Michael Drysielski
Bella Dubinskaya
Andre Maxwell Dubuisson
Marjorie Dufour
Thomas Duggan
Belinda Duncan
Myriam Durand
Tiffany Durant
Jessica Durkin
Nadine Dyer
Maisie Earlington
Earl Edwards
Leon Edwards
Chinwe Egonu
Ategho Ehwarieme
Barbara Elattar

Steven Elfstrom
Sharon Ellman
Marie Emerand
Susan Engel
Zinaida Erenburg
Elizabeth Escolastico
Sandra Esner
Charlene Essabba
Berenice Estrella
Annette Ettrick
Patricia Eulo
Pilar Eusebio
Nadine Evans
McTwain Eve
Eunice Ezeude
Inessa Falina
Hassan Farhat
Samir Farhat
Miriam Farkas
Janelle Farnell
Barbara Farrell
Kara Faust
Lois Faust
Mireille Faustin
Evelyn Febre
Marguerite Fecu
Dov Feder
Eli Feldman
Jeffrey Feldman
Wilfredo Feliciano
Marcaise Fenelon
Rosetta Fentress
Marzena Fercz
Marie Ferdinand
Natalie Fernandes
Kathleen Ferrand
Eve Fidelzeid
Melissa Figueiredo
Erika Figueroa
Gerard Figueroa
Eileen Filchuk
Bonnie Fine
Florence Fiscian
Eliot Fishman
Kristen Fitzpatrick
Anneltia Fleary
Sandra Flickstein
Sara Flom
Maria Floran
Maria Flores
Michael Flores
Thomas Foell
Mikhail Fonkach
Verecka Forbes
Harriet Forde
Nadine Forde
Mary Foronda
Stacey Fowler
Wynsohn Fowler
Debra Fox
Isha Francis
Janet Francis
Iris Franco
Jocelyne Francois
Lawrence Franklin
Marcia Frank-Steinberg
Diana Franschman
Rosalie Frascella
Cynthia Fraser
Michael Fraser
Susan Fraser-McCleary
Jenelle Freemantle
Josephine Frisari
Nancy Frohwein
Christina Fu-Chan
Kelli Fuller

Hany Abdelaal
Susan Abdelqader
Adel Abdelrahman
Henso Abraham
Sharon Abrams
Heriberto Acevedo
Miguel Acevedo
Milagros Acevedo
Margaret Adams
Amanta Adonis
Vitaly Agaronov
Emmanuella Agnant
Jamie Agron (Acosta)
Jamie Agron
Joel Agron
Enrique Aguilar
Gloria Ahmed
Adetoun Aibana
Ifeoluwa Aidelogie
Viktoriya Akimova
Daniel Akusobi
Gina Alaimo
Carlos Albert
Britt Albucker
Mario Alcindor
Lillian Alessi

Susan Alessi
Elizabeth Alexander
Gayle Alexander
Rosemarie Alexandre
Yvonne Alexis-Cherenfant
Michelle Alexis-Leach
Lauren Alfke
Cheryl Alford
Juan Alicea
Droopaty Aliyu
Cheryl Allen
Claude Allen
Cutilyn Allen
Vaughn Allen
Loreen Alleyne
Lois Alonzo
Lidiya Alperovich
Carol Altieri
Winston Alvarado
Sandra Ambrosio-Reyes
Rose Amedure
Keith Amos
Mariann Anderson
James Andrew
Gerald Anello
Pacita Ansari

Candice Anthony
Sandra Anthony
Giuseppina Antignani
Vashtee Antle
Malgorzata Antoniak
Carl Apparicio
Myrtle Apparicio
Deshauna Appleton
Avelino Araujo
Luis Arce
Mildred Arias
Rafael Arias
kathleen Armitage
Woodrow Armstrong
Luis Arroyo
Liaquat Asghar
Susan Ashford
Rodolph Aspervil
Zinoviya Assejew
Atiya Assing
Nadine Assouman
Marie Anne Astre
Joan Atherton
Susan Atuanya
Craig Azoff
Robert Baazov

Verlyn Babb
Jessica Babich
Magzine Bacchus Rose
Roza Badalova
Hyacinth Bailey
Julia Bailey
Suanita Bajrovic
Tatyana Bakis
Dianne Baldwin
Alexander Balko
Frederick Ballantyne
Omotunde Balogun
Akil Baptiste
Yvrose Baptiste
Mariana Bardakh
Shirley Barker-Jones
Wondah Barnes
Satina Barrott
Elene Barrow
Larisa Bart
Kenesha Kerine Bartley
Margo Jane Basquial
Lude Basseth
Josephine Battista
Iris Battle
Coral Bauer

Diane Bauer
Carina Bautista
Lakiya Baveghems
Monique Beale
Barbara Beattie
Carolyn Beauchamp
Doranda Beck
Opal Beck
Nicole Beckford
Debra Beckoff
Lorna Beecher
Marina Begun
Andrew Bekirman
Natalya Bekker
Nodica Belfon-Hamilton
Catherine Bell
Peter Bell
Katherine Bendel
Kristin Benedetto
Beverly Benjamin
Patricia Benjamin
Delores Bennett
Hallam Bennett
Laura Bennett
Robert Bennett
Natalie Berezovsky
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2008 AEGC Donors 2008 AEGC Donors
Joan Furman
Viktoriya Furman
Dyana Fusco
Marina Gabai
Charles Gachette
Nancy Gage
Steven Gagliano
Kevin Gahagan
Maryam Gaibi
Albert Gaines
Raquel Galan Feliciano
Lydia Galeon
Martin Gallego
Diana Gallo (Hayes)
Mary Ann Gambale
Mildred Gamble
David Ganesh
Faustino Garcia
Claudette Garner
Stanley Garrett
Vivette Gayle
Natalia Gechka
Diana Gelfand
Adam Geller
Stuart Geller
Fay George
Kimberly George
Sajimon George
Anna German
Dudley Gerow
Ann Gerson
Diana Geyzer
Alena Ghobrial
Dina Giallombardo
Betty Giannone
Lynn Giarrizzo
Evodia Gibbs
Rasheema Gibbs
Wendy Gilliam
Lilia Ginzburg
Marina Ginzburg
Frank Giordano
Jeanette Gitelman
Nadine Givans-Heath
Candice Glasgow
Maya Glazynova
Yelena Gleyzer
Lucila Go
Myrna Goldberg
Svetlana Goldin
Lorna Goldring
Magdalena Goldschmied
Etta Goldstein
Joni Goldstein
Victoria Gonzaga
Cyrina Gonzague-Benjamin
Donna Gonzalez
Lucy Gonzalez
Michelle Gonzalez
Suzanne Gooch
Wanda Gooch
Marina Gorbova
Nataliya Gorelko
Javon Gorham
Mikhail Gorkhover
William (Jay) Gormley
Stephen Grab
Cynthia Graham
AnnMarie Grant
Marsha Grant
Jan Grasza
Rose Marie Grave
Terrine Greaves
Tara Green
Theodore Green
Samuel Greene
Barbara Greenstein

Lynda Griffin-Martin
Bryan Griffith
Ronkay Griffith
Viktoria Grinberg
Ilona Grose
Fernando Grossman
Mirat Grossnass
Esther Grubb
Jennifer Gruenfeld
Sanford Gruenfeld
Abraham Gruenwald
Janina Grzeszczyk
Mei Yu Guan
Helen Guangnianli
Lydmila Gubina
Baruch Gubnitsky
Salvatore Guglielmo
Veronica Guglielmo
Marie Guillaume
Nina Gulyamova
Margaret Gunderman
Mark Gunning
Edline Gutierrez
Gennady Gutkin
Norma Guy
RafaelGuzman
Steve Gwogon 
Kathleen Haddican
Karlene Haddon-Simpson
Alston Hall
Angela Hall
Francis Hall
Kathleen Hall
Lola Hall
Sashona Hall
Nicole Hancle
Crystal Handsome
Sharman Hankins
Annmarie Harchuk
Braune Harleston
Nettie Harper
Steven Harrington
Lynn Harris
Sybil Harry
Doreen Hart
Latoya Harvey
Kafilat Hassan
Ruble Hastu
Tina (Fotini) Hatzapoulos-
Papadakos
Blossom Haynes
Florence Haynes
Joyce Haynes
Loretta Haythorn
Natalie Heard
Marilyn Hecker
Martha Heller
Carol Hemmings
Ruth Henri
Stephenie Henriquez
Astra Henry
Carol Henry
Katie Henry
Steeve Henry
Martin Henshaw
Dawn Hernandez
Miguel Ramon Hernandez Jr.
Lily Hernandez
Rudolph Herod
Simone Hewitt
Henry Hicks
Chelove Hilaire
Sharon Hillocks-Williams
Barbara Hiney
Meghan Hinman
Steven Hirsch
Peter Hoang

Joyce Hodgson
Joyann Holder-Riley
Theresa Holiday
Karl Holligan
Ellen Homan
Robert Homan
Trenton Horatio
Merlyn Horsford
Juana Howard
Angela Howe-Anderson
Qing Xia Huang
Yi Ping Huang
Allison Huggins
Catherine Hull
Paul Hunt
Agnes Hunte
Jennifer Hurry
Audrey Hylton
Jacqueline Ible
Donna Ifill
Carol Ilund
Michelle Incalcaterra
George Ingram
Judith Iseman
Matthew Israel
Kevin Issurdatt
Alla Ivanina
Leonora Jack
Ruby Jack
Gary Jackson
Maya Jackson
Shimun Jacobs
Narrel Jacobs-Rowe
Roger Jacques
Jafar Jafri
Stephen James
Valerie James
Stephanie James-Williams
Indira Jamieson
Vanessa Janulis
Edwin Jawahir
Sylvio Jean
Rithley Jean-Bart
Anna Jean-Pierre
Alvin Jennings
Jacqueline Jeudy
Xiaohua Jiang
Shu Juan Jia-White
Maximo Jimenez
Angela Joachim
Orville Jodhan
Johanne John-Allaway
Lyndon Johnson
Mercie Johnson
Dianne John-Sorzano
Beverley Johnstone
Ann Marie Jones
Dorothy Jones
Elizabeth Jones
Karen Jones
Kerry Jones
Olga Jones
Belinda Joseph
Marie Joseph
Mimose Joseph
Sandy Joseph
Vanessa Joseph
Violette Joseph
Sabine Joseph-Innocent
Marlon Josiah
Kathleen Joyce
Raymond Juba
Stephen Kahn
Lyudmila Kalendareva
Pamela Kalmanson
Kin-Yau Kam
Elizabeth Kaminski

Charles Kanner
Joseph Kantsepolskiy
Leona (Lee) Kaplan
Nikolaos Karapasas
Bella Karasik
Lyudmila Karpova
Ella Kats
Yevgeniya Kats
Shlomo Katz
Lanny Kaufman
Stephanie Ann Kearney
Cecelia Keh
Diane Keller
Mark Kelliehan
Josephine Kellman
Andria Kelly
Helene Kelly
Radcliffe Kelly
Victor Kelmanskiy
Inna Kemel
Kathlyn Kemper
Carlene Kennedy
Lenora Kerrison
Roberta Kessman-Koven
Bibi Kewal
Mahendranauth Kewal
Rita Khachaturyan
Alinda Khan
Saiful Khan
Aleksandr Khanin
Maya Khatemlyansky
Radmila Khizgilova
Linda Kilgallon
Paulina Kim
Jennifer Kimani
Anna Kimelfeld
Tony King
Kimberlyn Kinlock
Nelya Kirichanskaya
Erika Kleinberg
Gary Kleinberg
Stephanie Klimetz
Viera Kmecova
Alex Kneller
Tatyana Knizhnik
Beulah Knutt
Christine Koczon-Cain
Alisa Kogan
Yainkain Konteh
Jeffrey Koon
Gregory Koppenhoefer
Eugenia Koretsky
Maryann Korn
Stella Korzh
David Koschitzki
Irina Koukharenko
Victor Kovalchuk
Agnieszka Kovalcik
Vlad Kovalev
Marina Kovaleva
Natalya Kozlov
Alla Kozlova
Yelena Kozyreva
Shoshana Kraus
Polina Kravchenko
Yuliya Krichevskaya
Barbara Krinsky
Hawa Kromah
Bella Kronfeld
Judith Kruger
Xue Min Kuang
Yvonne Kubelle
Kamal Kumar
Yevgeniya Kupershtokh
Tanya Kurgansky
Ann Kushmick
Kristian Kushmick

Lyubov Kutsyk
Anna La Pera
Jessica La Roche
Theresa Lacco
Marie Lacroix
Marianne Ladson
Edna Lagunzad
Khatija Lal
Jimmy Lam
Rebekah Lancto
Donecia Lane
Gloria Langaigne
Tomasz Lantowski
Joan Laptiste
Daniella Laroc
Isabella LaRosa
Trenton Lashley
Hautze Lau
Jian Di Lau
Kim-Chi Lau
Mary Lavelle
Patricia Leahy
Robert Leamer
Lynette Learmont
Kerry Leary
Eliana Lechtenberg
Cynthia Lee
Mayna Lee
Sau Man Lee
Wai Ying Lee
Marie Leger
Alla Lerner
Gail Lettieri
Sophia Levenzon
Galina Levintova
Phyllis Levison
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Board Member Q & A: Phillip Geller
Queens-based Phil Geller 
has served on the board of 
directors for Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System 
Foundation (Foundation) 
since its inception. In this 
capacity, he offers a unique 
perspective on building 
services, construction 
opportunities and real  
estate investment prospects. 

Originally an employee 
of Metropolitan Jewish 

Geriatric Center (MJGC)—formerly Brooklyn Hebrew 
Home and Hospital for the Aged—Geller was first invited 
to serve on the board’s building committee. During 
the system’s earlier days, Geller and the other directors 
were instrumental in launching Metropolitan Jewish 
Health System’s (Metropolitan) home care and managed 
care agencies. One of his other major accomplishments 
includes negotiating all leases with the owner of the 
corporate office building at 6323 Seventh Avenue in 
Brooklyn. Although Geller’s been retired for two years,  
he still visits Shorefront Jewish Geriatric Center three 
times a week.

In the following interview, Geller shares why he supports 
the Foundation.

Q: Who inspired you to become involved with 
charitable giving?

A: From as early as I can remember, my parents stressed 
the importance of helping those in need. I passed that 
lesson on to my three children; they now share that 
message with my eight beautiful grandchildren. 

Q: What expertise do you bring to the board? 

A: �I’ve spent my entire life in the building business; my 
father was in it, too. Before I retired two years ago, my 
firm—called Geller Company—had clients in all five 
boroughs. Throughout those many years, my team and 
I kept our finger on the real estate pulse. The successes 
led to consultant opportunities. The rest, as often said, 
is history. 

Q: �Why is it important to donate to the Foundation? 

A: �It’s important to give because the Foundation helps 
support more than 2000 elderly people on a regular 
basis. From the administrators and nurses to the many 
people behind the scenes, Metropolitan does a good job 
in keeping New Yorkers as healthy and as comfortable 
as possible. 

Q: �Are there areas of greatest need?

A: �There are so many areas of need, especially now that 
the economy is losing strength. I’m a grandparent 
so St. Mary’s Metropolitan Home Care for Kids has 
a soft spot in my heart. Home Care is a sentimental 
favorite, too. Last but not least, I am healthy for my 
age; many of my peers are not as fortunate. Because of 
this, I am particularly appreciative of the work done by 
our skilled nursing facilities, as well by our managed, 
hospice and palliative care programs. 

Q: �After so many years of service, how do you see your 
role on the board today versus when you were first 
selected?

A: �In my opinion, the role of the board member is 
always the same—fiduciary. Board members have an 
obligation to employees and, in Metropolitan’s case, 
patients, clients and members. Honesty, willingness to 
challenge ideas and decisions and active support of the 
organization’s goals also are extremely important. 

Phil Geller is vice chairperson of the board of MJGC 
Corporation; board secretary of Caregivers, Inc., the Institute 
for Applied Gerontology and Shorefront Towers; and board 
treasurer of Shorefront Towers. He also is a board member of 
PHCG, Inc. and is a board member emeritus of Metropolitan, 

Metropolitan Jewish Geriatric Center and Shorefront Jewish 
Geriatric Center. For 18 years, Geller worked as a real estate 
and building consultant at Shorefront Towers. Prior to that he 
owned tennis and building businesses. Geller is a graduate of 
the City College of New York.

 About Phil Geller
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Hospice and Palliative Care Month Activities

Metropolitan Jewish Hospice (Hospice) proudly joins 
health care providers across the country in celebrating 
National Hospice and Palliative Care Month in November. 
During this special time, we honor and thank the health 
care professionals and volunteers who provide comfort and 
compassionate care to those with life-limiting illnesses.  

Though hospice and palliative care have formally been in 
existence in the U.S. since  
1974, many individuals across 
our nation still are unfamiliar  
with end-of-life directives, 
health care proxies and  
options for care.

To help increase community 
awareness of this special plan 
of care, Hospice will place 

information tables at health facilities throughout our 
service areas during the month of November. Hospice 
service areas include Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, 
Manhattan and Nassau County. For locations, dates and 
times, please call (718) 491-7166.  

To honor and celebrate the lives of those who have touched 
our lives, Hospice will hold its fall memorial service on 

Sunday, November 16, 2008, from  
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The service will be 
held at Menorah Home and Hospital; 1516 
Oriental Boulevard; Brooklyn, New York. The 
Hospice staff looks forward to reconnecting 
with families and friends during this service 
of “remembrance, hope and love.” 

Grants Corner
Supporting Metropolitan’s Vision with Grants
Metropolitan has a long history of determining and 
anticipating community needs. As the cost of care can 
be extraordinarily high, the organization is fortunate to 
earn grants from many sectors, including federal and state 
agencies and private foundations. By combining resources 
with these funding sources, some of the system’s most 
crucial programs are further bolstered. 

Grants help Metropolitan in three important areas: 

• Developing partnerships within the community

• Sustaining current programs

• Generating funds for pilot programs

More specifically, grants make it possible for Metropolitan 
Jewish Home Care (Home Care) to provide outreach and 
education in pharmacies throughout the community. At no 
charge to the client, Home Care representatives check blood 
pressure and review prescription medications, thus raising 
the organization’s profile while providing a valuable service.

Over the years, Metropolitan has enjoyed consistent and 
strong support from the United Jewish Appeal Federation 
(UJA). UJA, made up of more than 100 philanthropic 
organizations, shares Metropolitan’s goal of ensuring 

that all people have access to high-quality medical 
care. Recently, UJA approved the following awards for 
Metropolitan:

• $122,921 for general operating support 

• �$100,000 to increase the Orthodox community’s access 
to palliative care 

• �$25,000 for Shorefront Jewish Geriatric Center’s 
caregiver support group

Funds from government agencies and other foundations 
are often used to support specific programs. Recent  
grants include:

• �$213,000 from Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
to develop a Chinese-speaking hospice team

• �$100,000 from the Department of Homeland Security to 
improve security in Metropolitan’s facilities

• �$52,000 from New York Association of Homes 
and Services for the Aging and the New York State 
Department of Health to train Menorah staff on bathing 
residents with dementia

With continued support, Metropolitan will make a 
difference in the lives of even more New Yorkers.

Hospice Care: To a Family’s Rescue…Granting a Patient’s Last Wish
By Estère M. du Boulay

Eight weeks shy of her 69th birthday, on July 12, 2007, 
Marie du Boulay succumbed to the cancer that had 
started its growth in her colon and ravaged her lungs 
and liver for months, following her personal decision to 
stop chemotherapy in December 2006. It was a peaceful 
passing from this world, surrounded by friends and family 
in the comfort of her home, and in the compassionate care 
of Metropolitan Jewish Hospice.

Although I had heard about Hospice before my mother’s 
illness, my understanding was limited to an idea of a 
care facility limited to a geriatric population in their 

final months of life. However, during my mother’s final 
months, I would get an insider’s view into what “care” 
really meant in the context 
of “hospice” and how all 
hospice programs are not 
created alike. 

When a close friend of mine 
first brought up the idea of 
hospice as starting when all treatment options had ceased, I 
wondered why the oncologists treating my mother had not 
suggested it before. After making the decision to seek out 
hospice care, the next obvious question was how to choose a 
program. If I had to do it all over again, I would have handled 
this critical part of the process differently. But how does one 
evaluate a program’s ability to meet a patient’s needs in crisis 
before one is “in crisis”?

Of utmost importance to my mother was her last wish 
to spend her final days in the comfort of her home. She 
wanted to remain in familiar surroundings doing routine 
things for as long as she was able. This desire was my 
primary consideration in selecting a hospice program.

Sadly, despite the best intentions, our initially chosen 
hospice program was unable to rise above the realities and 
imposed limitations of a deficient Medicare and Medicaid 
system. They failed us as crisis struck again … 

Facing the final days of my mother’s life, I arranged to take 
her on a 4th of July outing. After a joyful day of pampering 
for her, we attempted to commence our short trip back to 
Brooklyn from Norwalk, CT but my mother was unable to 
breathe. We quickly discovered that her oxygen tank was 
empty! In the unusual happiness of the day, no one had 
stopped to consider this possibility. Panic ensued. Laughter 
and comfort were transformed into tense voices and 
distress. The paramedics arrived with full oxygen tanks and 
transported my mother to Norwalk Hospital.

The drama that followed led me to make a desperate call to 
Metropolitan Jewish Hospice—call for help that represented 
a full-circle moment for us in what was to be the final 10 days 
of my mother’s life. As I battled feelings of helplessness in the 
July midnight chill outside the emergency room at Norwalk 
Hospital, I was greeted with understanding and compassion 
by the voice on the other end of the telephone at Metropolitan. 
By the next day when my crisis story was known, the “troops” 
at Metropolitan had bravely resolved our ongoing insurance 
challenges as they remembered to care for a patient who was 
facing the most difficult period in her life.

The next day, arrangements were put in place for two 
home-care nurses in consecutive 12-hour shifts, new needed 
oxygen equipment and a hospital bed. The wonderful people 

at Metropolitan really got it. 
They demonstrated, by their 
actions, an understanding of 
caring for the whole family, 
as well as the patient, as one 
indivisible whole. At no time 

was I told “there is nothing we can 
do.” Instead, I was embraced, reassured and never judged 
for my actions. Those feelings continue to this day as I recall 
receiving calls from Metropolitan within the six months 
following my mother’s passing to offer bereavement support 
and services to both me and my daughter. My support of 
Metropolitan Jewish Hospice is, of course, deeply personal 
and will continue as long as I remember the trust and shelter 
that Hospice care embodied for our family in granting my 
mother’s last wish.

Estère du Boulay writes on health care, personal development and 
spirituality matters from her home in Litchfield County, CT.

This article is printed in its original form.

“�I was embraced, reassured and never 
judged for my actions.”

Estère M. du Boulay

Marie and Estère du Boulay on June 22, 2007
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metropolitan Milestones

Kathlyn Kemper, First to Care Home Care
Metropolitan Jewish Health System— 
Home Care

Kristine Mysholowsky, Research
Metropolitan Jewish Health System—  
Corporate and Managed Care

Ilona Grose, Nursing 
Metropolitan Jewish Geriatric Center

Roman Spektor, Social Work
Metropolitan Jewish Adult Day Health Center

DeShauna Appleton, Therapeutic Recreation 
Shorefront Jewish Geriatric Center

Mary Santo, Dietary 
Menorah Home and Hospital

Philanthropy—A Lasting Partnership

Phythian Sisters Make a Difference
Since 1997, the Pythian Sisters have generously raised funds 
in support of residents in need at Shorefront Jewish Geriatric 
Center (Shorefront). On October 13, 2008, a group of 
sisters from the New York chapter presented a $1,000 check 
donation to Derek Murray, administrator at Shorefront 
and Jennifer Dudley, Metropolitan Jewish Health System 
Foundation’s (Foundation) director of development.

During the visit, Murray led the group on a tour of the 
facility as well as updated them on the latest services being 
offered at the Coney Island-based residence. 

Truly embracing and living their mission “to help themselves 
and others grow through the principles of purity, love, 
equality and fidelity,” the sisters consistently show their 
unwavering commitment to Shorefront’s residents and 
provide an ongoing opportunity for enrichment. Their 
connection to the community is greatly appreciated. 

The Phythian Sisters is an order of members, age 16 
and up, throughout the U.S. and Canada committed to 
philanthropic work within their communities. 

Italian Club of Staten Island 
Makes Donation
John Gallucci (2nd right) past 
president and member of the 
board of directors of the Italian 
Club of Staten Island, presents 
Barbara Hiney, vice president of 
Hospice and Palliative Care (2nd 
left) with a check in the amount of 
$1,000 from his organization to 
help Hospice in its mission to care 
for the those who are critically ill.  
John is a longtime supporter and 
friend of Hospice, and served on 
the Hospice Community Advisory 
Board.  David Nussbaum, 
executive director and chief 
development officer (right) and 
Caroline Mansuetto, director of 
hospice development (left) were 
present to thank Gallucci on 
behalf of the Foundation. 

Metropolitan Jewish Health System (Metropolitan) Most Valuable Employees (MVE) of the Year exemplify the organization’s commitment to 
quality care and outstanding service; have a non-supervisory role in the organization; and have been employed in the system for at least 
one year. Employees who wish to nominate a colleague should contact the human resources department.  
Congratulations to Metropolitan’s 2007 MVEs.

 
Dorothy Kourt Fund–Half Way There!
Dorothy Kourt, a beloved, key member of the 
Metropolitan Long Term Home Health Care Program 
(LTHHCP) team greatly benefited from the loving, 
nurturing care provided by Metropolitan Jewish Hospice 
in her final days.

In recognition of the extraordinary appreciation that 
Dorothy had for Metropolitan Jewish Health System 
(Metropolitan), her friends, family and colleagues have 
begun a memorial fund in her honor. Generous gifts 
ranging from $25 to $500 have brought the fund to nearly 
$5,000. It is Metropolitan’s goal to raise $10,000 in order 
to memorialize Dorothy with a dedicated plaque at the 
proposed new hospice residence.

“Dorothy left more than fingerprints wherever she touched 
and more than footprints wherever she walked,” said Lydia 
Galeon, vice president of LTHHCP and Outreach Services. 

“She left heart-prints, created 
and strengthened with kindness, 
compassion, benevolence and 
sincerity that will remain 
eternal.”

Contributions are being 
accepted by Metropolitan  
Jewish Health System 
Foundation (Foundation),  
which has established a restricted capital fund for this 
specific purpose. Every dollar contributed will support 
Dorothy’s final wishes.

Checks, cash or credit card payments may be made 
through Chinwe Egonu of the Foundation. Please specify 
that you are making a contribution in memory of  
Dorothy Kourt.
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The articles in this publication describe the Foundation’s 

ongoing fundraising activities. Guided by a culture of 

philanthropy, the Foundation provides financial support to 

Metropolitan Jewish Health System (Metropolitan) programs 

and initiatives, as well as to individual New Yorkers with 

unmet health needs or without access to quality social outlets. 

The Foundation’s contributions have helped Metropolitan 

provide innovative and comprehensive health care services for 

more than 100 years.

Ways to Give: The Easy IRA Charitable Gift
For many people, Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA) 
represent the largest asset in their estates. By making IRA 
charitable rollover donations of up to $100,000—as single-
year or multi-year gifts—you can help a worthy cause in a 
significant way while reducing your taxable assets.

In the past, making a charitable donation from an IRA 
increased your tax liability, because the amount of the 
donation first had to be distributed as income. In 2006, 
Congress changed the rules. Now, if you are over age 
70 1/2, you may roll over 
money from your IRA 
directly to charity without 
claiming any increased 
income or paying  
additional taxes.

This is a good opportunity 
for a number of donors, 
especially those whose IRAs 
have increased in value 
over the years. To avoid the 
required distribution  
for people over 70 1/2, 

simply contact your financial advisor and request that a 
donation be transferred to charity. 

Your charitable deductions for cash gifts are limited to 
50 percent of your adjusted gross income for a given year. 
However, if you wish to give more, with an IRA rollover 
gift you can transfer funds from your IRA to charity 
without paying more in tax or exceeding your limit. 

Money given directly from IRA accounts is not tax-
deductible. Please contact your financial or legal advisor 

for professional guidance.

For more information, 
please contact Jennifer 
Dudley, director of 
development at  
(718) 759-4778.  


